264            THE TYPE-PROBLEM  IN POETRY
perception of the quite extraordinary depth of those ideas
and their amazing psychological accuracy is still but a
remote possibility. In fact, we are still so uneducated
that we actually need laws from without, and a .task-master
or Father above, to show us what is good and the right
thing to do. It is because we are still so barbarous that
faith in the laws of human nature and the human path
appears as a dangerous and non-ethical naturalism. Why
is this ? Because under the barbarian's thin skin of culture
the wild-beast lurks in readiness, amply justifying his fear,
But the beast that is caged is not thereby conquered.
There is no morality without freedom. When a barbarian
loosens the animal within him; he is not free, but bound,
Barbarism must first be vanquished, before freedom can be
won, Theoretically this takes place when an individual
perceives and feels the basic root and motive power of his
* own morality as an inherent element of his own nature,
and not as external prohibitions, But how else is man
to attain this realization and insight but through the
conflict of the opposites ?
(d) The Reconciling Symbol in Chinese Philosophy
The idea of a middle path that lies between the
opposites is also to be found in China, in the form of Too,
The idea of Tao is usually associated with the name of the
philosopher Lao-Tsze, born B.C. 604. But this concept
is older than the philosophy of Lao-Tsze, since it is bound
up with certain ideas belonging to the ancient national
religion of the Tao, the celestial " way". This concept
corresponds with the Vedic Rita. The meanings of Tao
are as follows: (i) way, (2) method, (3) principle, (4)
Nature-force or life-force, (5) the regulated processes of
Nature, (6) the idea of the world, (7) the primal cause of
all phenomena, (8) the right, (9) the good, (10) the eternal
moral law. Some translators even translate Tao as God,